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Last week in Yakima, | was presented with the
Washington Library Media Association Princi-
pal of the Year Award. | am including the body learn to speak English, and learn to read. |

of my speech in this month’s newsletter, be-
cause | want to highlight the good work of our
Librarians and the role they play here at What-
com. Here’s the speech...

Harold Howe, former US Commissioner of
Education said, “What a school thinks
about its library is a measure of what it
thinks about education.” Mr. Howe was
mostly right but I'd like to add to his quote
by saying: “What a school thinks about its
librarians is a true measure of what it thinks
about its educators.”

We think pretty highly of our WMS librari-
ans. Our librarians absolutely provide the
heartbeat for our school. Without our li-
brarians we wouldn't experience the high
level of leadership and support that we do
in a variety of areas including: Literacy,
Technology, Information, Research, Pro-
fessional Development, Student Advocacy,
and most of all, FUN. Who else but our
librarians do marathons for recreation, ride
scooters and bikes to work, challenge kids
to Wii tennis, have a not-so-secret choco-
late jar in their office, arrange California
Science Trips, Mountain School and the
Big READ, while at the same time they dis-
cretely teach kids to read, love literature,
value learning, and play fair on the Inter-
net?

Schools need to be a place filled with spots
for kids to be kids; spots fully equipped and
complete with committed adults who under-
stand kids in specific and understand kids
in general. The library at Whatcom Middle
School is one of those lucky spots. It's an
amazing place. Our library is a place
where students go to congregate, to quietly
socialize, to access the Internet, to do re-
search for projects, to create Power Point
presentations, to take part in our BIG
Read, to spit out their gum, to challenge
all adults in Mario Kart, and to sit side by
side at lunchtime and email each other.
They go to the library to learn our history,

to become aware of their present, and to
learn their future. They go to the library to

wish every school had a library like ours.

Our library, much in the vein of Mr. Howe’s
view, is how we think about our school and
the education we provide kids. We couldn’t
educate our kids without our Library Media
Specialists. Over the past seven years, to-
gether we've made sensible decisions with
the intent to create better opportunities for
kids, including but surely not limited to creat-
ing a Wii incentive for developing readers,
placing document cameras and LCD projec-
tors in every classroom, creating three com-
puter labs, placing banks of computers in all
Core classrooms, and making certain the
library is a welcoming and inviting place for
kids.

I hope you understand at Whatcom Middle
School we've been able to work effectively
together as administration and library media
specialists, providing mutual support, power-
ful collaboration, and without sounding trite,
we've worked together to create and main-
tain creative opportunities for kids.

| consider this tribute to be more of an indica-
tion of what we've done, than what I've done.
It's more about working collaboratively than
working independently. The work has been
more about creating positive space for kids to
learn and be kids than anything else. | be-
lieve we’ve been successful with that work.

Thanks for making this such a happy day.

Jeff
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October

13 Mt School Meeting 7:00 pm auditorium
16 Mt School Deposit Due
16 BTC/WCC Field Trip
19 Early Release 11:30 am dismissal 1,2,3
20 PTSA General Meeting 7:00 pm Room 212
22 Picture Re-Take Day 8:00 am
22 Let's Talk 9:30 am Room 212
23 BTC/WCC Field Trip
30 Mt School Final Payment Due
November
2 Registration & fee deadline for Basketball
4-6 Mountain School
11 No School
12 The Big Read 7:00 pm auditorium
13 Veteran's Day Assembly 10:00 am
17 Turkey Trot all day
17 PTSA Board Meeting 7:00 pm Room 212
18 Early Release Conferences 11:30 dismissal 4,5,6
19 Early Release Conferences 11:30 dismissal 1,2,3
20 Early Release 11:30 dismissal 4,5,6
23 Early Release Conferences 11:30 dismissal 4,5,6
24 Early Release Conferences 11:30 dismissal 1,2,3
24 SJIMEA Jazz Festival
25 Early Release 11:30 dismissal 1,2,3

26-27

03-8
07

09

15

17

18
21-31

1

4

11
18
19
21
27

12
15
16
18
22

No School

December
Book Fairl 1:30 am—1:00 pm auditorium
Early Release 11:30 dismissal 1,2,3
Winter Concert 7:00 pm auditorium
PTSA General Meeting 7:00 pm Room 212
Let's Talk 6:30 pm Room 212
Early Release 11:30 dismissal 4,5,6
No School

January

No School
School resumes
Early Release 11:30 dismissal 1,2,3
No School
PTSA Board Meeting 7:00 pm Room 212
Let's Talk 9:30 am Room 212
Band Concert 7:00 pm auditorium

February
No School
No School
No School
PTSA General Meeting 7:00 pm Room 212
Let’'s Talk Room 3:15 pm 212
Early Release 1130 dismissal 4,5,6
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PTSA MEETINGS @ 7:00 PM in ROOM 212
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Whatcom Families! As you all know we are currently in the middle of our "EYE
ON THE PRIZE" magazine drive. the first collection day was Wednesday, Oct. 7
and the second is Wednesday, Oct. 14. | just want to thank all the students, staff
and volunteers at Whatcom for all their support during this drive. It is a huge
commitment and requires a lot of support. If we hope to continue to have only
one major fundraiser at Whatcom in the years to come, than we all need to do

everything we can to make it a success. If you were unable to help out this year, but might be inter-

ested in being a part of next year's drive please contact the Whatcom PTSA.

Thank you!

Corinna Platt

Emergency or Inclement Weather Information

During severe weather, school schedules and bus routes may change.

Updated information and changes will be posted at www.bsd501.0rg, tune in to local broadcast media
or call 676-6400 for an after-hours recorded message.

Decisions about school schedules and bus route changes almost always are made in the early
morning before school. This allows for the most current weather information to factor into the deci- Ryl
sion. This information is communicated immediately, generally before 6 a.m., using the methods @ﬂé

|

above "’ﬂﬁ e

We understand these decisions have an impact on our families and appreciate your patience
during these severe weather situations. While we know that our students and families are

best served when we are open, our top concern is the safety of our students and staff.



FROM YOUR PTSA PRESIDENTS...

We sure enjoyed getting the opportunity to meet and reconnect with so many of you at Open House. WMS
is so fortunate to have so many active parents. Thanks to everyone for supporting the Magazine Drive. A
HUGE thanks goes out to Corinna Platt for taking this on. She has put in countless hours making this event
run smoothly. Also thanks to Ann Buswell, Adele Pears and the staff at WMS for their support of our fund-
raiser.

We had some exciting news this month. BP Cherry Point Refinery has made a generous donation to help
with scholarships for the Snow Goose. In addition, the Snow Goose has continued to offer the trip to us at a
reduced the price. This is a wonderful opportunity for all of our 6™ graders, and we sure appreciate it when
businesses step up to help in these tough economic times. Thank you BP and Snow Goose!

Please join us at our 1% General PTSA meeting. It will be Tuesday, Oct 20™ 7:00-8:00 in room 212. We look
forward to seeing you there.
Thanks for all your support!
Wendy Albrecht & Kerrie Zerba, Co-Presidents

How can you help?
Become a member for only $10 per person or $18 per couple. You make a
difference! You are not required to attend meetings (unless you want to) and we
will never pester you to volunteer (unless you want us to!).

Yes! | want to join and help our students!
Name (s)

Child (ren)
Phone Email
Address
__$25 Patron __$18 Couple __$10 Individual
__Additional Donation $

This form can be turned in at the WMS main office PTSA drop box.
For additional information contact any PTSA officer or Marybeth Chappell 734-6456 or dmchappell@clearwire.net.




Let's Talk!

If you've ever wanted to have a casual conversation with Whatcom’s Administration but haven’t had
the opportunity, join us for “Let’s Talk” a scheduled opportunity to join a number of other Whatcom
parents to have a conversation about current issues associated with Whatcom Middle School.

Last year’s events ranged from 2 — 15 participants and the hour conversations always resulted in an
increased understanding. Please note the afternoon and evening times for those unable to attend
morning meetings.

Thursday September 24™ 3:15 pm
Thursday, October 22™ 9:30 am
Thursday, December 17™ 6:30 pm
Thursday, January 21 9:30 am
Thursday, February 18" 3:15 pm '
Thursday, March 18™ 6:30 pm
Thursday, April 22™ 3:15 pm
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Student Led
Conferences and
Early Release
Dismissal
@ 11:30 am

November 18, 19, 20
23, 24,25




This is one big book club, made up of kids, adattd good reads. We get together to build commuamty
connections through our discussion of a common book

Our meetings are held seasonally. Prior to the tmge participants read the current pick — on theiwn or
with a friend or family member. Then we all mgetome evening in the library for refreshments, atés,
and share our thoughts about the book. By the énldeonight readers achieve a greater appreciafionthe
book and one another!
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If you have any questions, feel free to call or eina
Michael Owens at 676-6470 ext. 5677 or mowens@bladnet.edu
< <4<=" 3 & <=< > & &

Continued on next pade




10 additional copies will be available to check out from our library in mid October
Check out from the public library

Pick one up at a local bookstore ($18) or from Amazon.com ($10.52)

Order from Scholastic’'s September Tab (in your classroom or use attached form)
Borrow from a friend/teacher
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The BIG Read ‘.‘

Fall 2009 Response Form

Student’s (first & last) name:

(please print clearly)

Grade: Reading teacher’s name:

I’'m interested in attending The BIG Read fall meeting.
# of additional family members &/or friends (outside of WMS students) who
will be attending with me.

| plan on purchasing my own copy of the book
I'll need help getting a copy of the book

So that we don’t go hungry while discussing The Hunger Games, please consider
bringing along a treat or snack to share when we gather. We’ll provide some hot and
cold beverages.

Parent signature: date
Parent name (please print clearly):

Please return this page to a WMS reading/language arts teacher by 10/23
so we’'ll know who'’s interested and can plan for a fun-filled evening!




